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Postdoctoral Position 
 
The Center for Behavioral Health and Youth Justice at Columbia University Irving Medical 
Center and the New York State Psychiatric Institute is recruiting a postdoctoral fellow interested 
in a career conducting research on understanding and addressing mental health and substance use 
problems among youth and adults involved with the justice system. The fellow will work directly 
under the mentorship of Dr. Katherine Elkington for a 1-year fellowship, with opportunities for 
external mentorship from researchers from the broader Columbia University Irving Medical 
Center and from within the NIDA Justice Community Opioid Innovation Network.  The fellow 
will primarily work on a NIDA-funded Initiative -- Project Court REACH (UG1DA05700) -- 
which is focused on developing and testing implementation strategies to support the roll-out of 
10 novel opioid courts across New York State [https://projectreach.nyspi.org/].  The JCOIN 
consortium is a NIDA-funded initiative focused on increasing access to evidenced based 
treatments for individuals with opioid use disorder who are within the justice system.  The 
initiative is comprised 14 research hubs of which NYSPI/CUIMC Project Court REACH is one.  
The successful candidate will collaborate with leading researchers, contribute to cutting-edge 
projects, and have opportunities for publication, mentorship, grant writing, and contributions to 
the design and development of future studies. 
 
Beyond JCOIN activities, integration into other projects will be based on the fellow’s interests 
and training needs. There are currently multiple NIH-funded studies at the Center, including 
clinical trials for interventions to improve identification of behavioral health risk, including 
suicide, in justice-involved youth and increase referral and initiation of treatment and care. There 
are also qualitative and quantitative data from multiple NIH-funded studies focused on 
identification and prevention of health and behavioral health problems and linkage to treatment 
for justice-involved youth and adults available for secondary analysis.  
 
Role and Responsibilities of the Postdoctoral Fellow: 

• Collaborate with a project coordinator on supervising and/or conducting any remaining 
in-depth interviews/focus groups with project community partners; assist in 
interview/focus group coding and analysis. 

• Conceptualize relevant research questions/papers and support analysis of large project 
qualitative and quantitative datasets.  

• Oversee systematic literature reviews of epidemiologic and treatment studies on topics 
relevant to the current study (e.g., opioid and co-occurring drug use, court participants, 
linkage to treatment). 

• Serve as primary author or co-author for journal articles and chapters for publication. 
• Write or assist with writing grant progress reports and new grant applications.  
• Attend professional conferences for continuing education and to present study results.  
• Collaborate with multidisciplinary teams of researchers: epidemiologists, addiction 

psychiatrists/psychologists, lawyers, biostatisticians, and public health experts. Foster a 
collaborative and inclusive research environment. 

• Provide mentorship and guidance to junior researchers, graduate students, and interns 
working on the project. 

 
Position Requirements:  

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprojectreach.nyspi.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cke2143%40cumc.columbia.edu%7C335284073ebc4e7d8ff008db4b0c3462%7Cb0002a9b0017404d97dc3d3bab09be81%7C0%7C0%7C638186288986075592%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hrn5TB7evWDHQIrD0ukMoUdU0aic7n0rmay2rk6dwUg%3D&reserved=0


Version 1-12-26 

• A Ph.D. in psychology, public health, criminology, or a related field (degree must be 
attained by the position start date).  

• At least 1 year of experience working as part of a (multidisciplinary) research team.  
• Demonstrated record of publications 
• At least 1 year of training in human subjects research protocols and ethical conduct of 

research. 
 
Preferred Qualifications: 

• Prior record of grant funding and/or at least 1 year of partnerships with community-based 
organizations.  

• Demonstrated strong analytical and problem-solving skills and experience using 
statistical techniques and software (e.g., SPSS, SAS, STATA, MPlus, R). 

• Excellent communication skills, both written and oral, for presenting research findings 
and collaborating effectively with team members and stakeholders.   

• Ability to work both independently and as part of a collaborative team. 
• Attention to detail and a commitment to rigorous research methodologies. 

  
Application Process: 
Interested candidates should submit the following application materials to this email address: 
cbhyj@nyspi.columbia.edu.  Position start is flexible: as early as Feb 1, 2026 and as late as July 
6 2026. 

• Cover letter outlining their research interests and qualifications for the position. 
• Curriculum vitae (CV) including a list of publications. 
• 2 letters of reference 

 
Salary range:  $75,245-$90,726 
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